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Faith Hel

By Dr. Frank Crane i

.of the E'vj_eninz Globe,
Pditer, Author, Lecturer.
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7 IRST of ali it's a good picture play,

good and the theme i ig gripping.

that frankly takes up the religious
motif and makes a human story of it.

It treats of faith-healing, .a sub-
ject which, of course, each of us is
positive that he knows all about, fur-
thermore that he is absolutely right,
and that thcme who held a different
opinion are absurd_.

Whatever may be one’s point of

faith-healing has tremendous possi-
bilities dramatically., -

Every human being is either sick
or loves some one who.is sick. The
search for healing is universal. This
: quest enables the multitudes of physi-

.;:_dam to make a living, besides supplying the enthusiasm for a
8 nimber of religious and psychic cults.

. This motif is handled in the picture-story in rather a

‘gmashing way. A young and handsome Faith Healer comes
oot of the wilderness, performs some amazing cures and finds
the girl he loves.
. The feeling that the business of getting we]l is' not en-
tirely a material affair, of pills and baths, but is a spiritual |
‘matter also, is not confined to Christian Secientists and New |
“Thought. Most intelligent physicians take it into account.

The story is good, the photography is.

It is a pleasure to see one author

view dogmatically, it is certain that

|

The division between the body and the spirit, or mind, is '

«entively an artificial one. It is purely theory. As a matter of

fact ‘thought and flesh are one and the same, each is inex-|

fricably interwoven with the other at any rate..

) And the conviction that spiritual potency is healing gopq
very far back. Every generation furnishes some instance of |
if, As we have had Schlatter and Hickson, Christian Sciencs

and the Emanuel Movement in recent times, so other ages have

‘geen the multitudes thronging the shrine of Ste. Anne and
our Lady of Lourdes, the relics of the saints have had great
‘reputation, and the line goes back to New Testament Days.

. It is rather a partisan mind, or a young one, that declares
he knows all about it. To be saure, the matter is qﬁ’llcted with
“much quackery, but perhaps that is because it is a science
struggling ‘to be born. - Chemistry was born in alchemy, as-

tronomy in astrology. and medicine itself in outlandish reme-!

dies and superstitions.

And this picture is rich in human feeling, The. despair
of sickness, the dread of death, and the wonder of one who
by his strange power can bring back life and vigor, are things
that come home very close to all of us.

It is a great picture, out of the ordinary,
and if we let ourselves look at it as simple spec-

tators of the human comedy and tragedy, and |

| not seize or spurn it as propagandists, we shall
have an hour’s thrilling experience.
And that will be followed by some serious speculation.

George Melford’s Production

."‘The Faith Healer”

t Criterion Theatre Now 22

Hugo Riesenfeld, Managing Director
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out additional charge.
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Special Easter Fantasy.
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